[Postponed closure of the sternum after operations on the heart with extracorporeal circulation].
Data on postponed closure of the sternum in 3 patients who were operated on with extracorporeal circulation are discussed. Various clinical and technical aspects of the applied method are considered. On the basis of their personal experience and the literature data, the authors discuss the causes of the development of acute heart dilatation in operations with extracorporeal circulation and, with due regard for this, substantiate the indications for the use of the method. Postponed closure of the sternum is a promising method of treatment of critical hemodynamic disorders which occur at the stage of closure of the sternotomy and are characterized by the picture of cardiac tamponade.